ACTIVE FAITH

By Hennie Labuschagne

We need to understand the reason for the way in which we interpret and practise our faith and religion. Basically we are all looking for solutions, solutions for our life, solutions for the daily difficulties we face, solutions for the fears we experience, solutions for the uncertainties we encounter, which we can't explain or understand. Solutions for our desires, some of them secret - which we can't really tell. Solutions, solutions - that's what we all so desperately long for. That’s why we all are here looking for solutions for our life. That's why many people make lots of money and others pay a lot. Some demand and require; others supply and provide. Do you demand, require or do you provide? Critical question? 

It's a matter of degree, isn’t it. To some extent we all provide and we all demand or require. However, we need to provide more than we require. Simple, because what we require we pay for - and for what we provide, we get payment. Supply and demand - we all heard that before.

Now how does this relate to religion?

I think we normally look at religion if we require something which we can't obtain anywhere else, or which we are not able or willing to commit to or pay for. Something we regard as a possible solution, and which on top of it all;is normally regarded as free. Unless of cause we provide something religious that others require - then again, we receive something beneficial in exhange.

So it brings us back to supply and demand - does'nt it.  Supplying a service or providing for a need; on the other hand requiring something or demanding something! Lets's look at the requirement or demand side at first.

The higher the urgency or importance of our needs & desires, our own requirements; the higher the need for a spiritual or religious encounter - because we don't no where else to aquire or how to satisfy it. So what do we do - we turn to God - to satisfy our desires,to obtain what we actually want. Thank's heavens for that, but in essense - we are still demanding or requesting, if you wish - we are not providing are we? 

Then - the surprise; what does God tell us? Yes he tells us to believe in Jesus, the ultimate provider. The provider of the ever lasting life. The man gave who gave his life for us all so we don't have to suffer the dreadfull concequences of our own actions. It's for free, BELIEVE - that's the message.

However, God has requirements of his own. He tells us to live the life that Jesus did. He tells us to be interested in people, to take up our cross and walk; He tells us to give, for those who give will receive in abundance; He tells us not to burry our God gifted talents but rather to earn additional; He tells us to stop demanding additional requirements - instead, he says, go and sell your belongings and follow me. Follow me in becomming a supplier, a provider. Follow me in supplying services or providing solutions to others. Follow me in sacrificing yourself, your own interest, your own desires, your own selfish expectations. 

“FOLLOW ME IN BECOMMING A SUPPLIER, A PROVIDER

A PROVIDER FOR LIFE”. 

THEREFORE, STOP DEMANDING  - AND START PROVIDING; BY PROVIDING - YOU WILL ACQUIRE.

For sure we can't provide life itself, but life is more than the air we breath. Provisions for life can be anything. The love, companionship, support, assistance, food, clothes, anything beautyfull that someone enjoy, friendship - anything.

Or does it mean that by believing we should stop doing; stop acting; stop commiting ourself to anything – distancing ourself from people, concerned only about our own wellbeing, waiting for Jesus our provider to supply in our demands? NO, FOR HEAVEN SAKE NO!
PEOPLE ARE THE INTEREST OF GOD; HIS MIRACLES CAN ONLY BE DISCOVERRED VIA PEOPLE; VIA RELATIONSHIP; VIA OUR CONCERN FOR EACH OTHER. SO TAKE UP YOUR CROSS - USE YOUR GOD GIFTED TALENTS - DEVELOP YOURSELF - BECOME A PROVIDER LIKE THE LORD WANTS YOU TO BE. HE PROMISE YOU THE STRENGHT AND THE COURAGE TO DO WHAT YOU HAVE TO!

Our need to receive; Is that what we want to satisfy by believing in God? If that's the case I think we are mistaken. The need to give; to provide in whatever sense to those who are in need, to establish relationships and be interested in one-another - that's the message Jesus gave to us. That’s the only way in which we will ever be exposed to the abundance of miracles that God provides. Why? Because God work through people, that’s his primary concern We are his children. By being concerned about people and providing to them we will receive. By providing to others we will provide for ourself. If we all provide instead of wishing to receive, we will all ultimately receive - through the Grace of God – that’s his promise.

HE PROVIDES THE WISDOM, THE COURAGE, THE STRENGHT, THE COMMITMENT WE REQUIRE. HE PROVIDES THE LIGHT IN DARKNESS. 

CHOOSE TO BECOME A PROVIDER for PEOPLE, INSTEAD OF A RECEIVER

The miracles we pray for is not outside ourself; it's not seperated from us as something distant, floating from outerspace. God's miracle is already in us, in his creation, in YOU; In the power and strenght that he gives you to overcome the obstacles you face, maintaining the commitment to a challenge and using the capabilities and skills he has given you. Your trust and reliance on him, your faith, is proven by your courage and strenght - through his grace - to act; to engage actively in life; to establish relations, to help where you can; to be engaged in the lives of others - not only to be engaged in your own life. You already received in abundance, so stop asking for more - YOUR TASK IS TO PROVIDE TO OTHERS. 

If ever you thought that by beleaving in Jesus you've got a cosy, uncommitted, non responsible; no engagement life with the people and world around you, with miracles appearing around every corner; beware - you are missing the most wonderfull miracle of them all - YOU - GOD'S CREATION. Through your believe in him and your commitment to his example; your engagement with the world and people around you; your willingness to trust him, follow his lead and sparing no effort or sweat to do what you have to - engage with faith and unconditional trust in every situation - ONLY THROUGH THIS CAN YOU EXPERIENCE THE MIRACLES HE WISHES TO RELEASE IN YOU. 

DON'T  ALLOW GOD'S MIRACLES TO PASS YOU BY

OPEN YOUR EYES AND EARS - RELEASE YOUR MIND AND HANDS - WALK THE ROAD WITH GOD AT YOUR SIDE – AND TAKE THE HANDS OF YOUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS

You might say but God says "ask and you shall receive; who-ever has the faith of a musterd seed would say to a mountain, throw youself in the sea and indeed it would be so". Is that not an indication that we should just ask and then sit back, relax and passively wait for the miracle to happen? NO - NO! Read on! That's what we all actually want, isn't it - aren't we all at heart RECEIVERS, DEMANDERS? That's the easy way - allowing us to fall back in the spectator's seat. Very nice. Provided we have the faith, you might say!

Aha - Yeah, provided we have the faith - agree! What faith? Believing God would give us whatever we ask, like the gift in a lucky packet, so that we can sit back and demand more? Or believing God would create a miracle through ourself - by enabling us to do what is required; Giving us strenght, wisdom, courage - if I have enought faith - to do what is needed, to provide what is required? 

Why do we all so readily prefer to choose a path to our own convenience, a path that again enables us to receive, instead of accepting the humble example of Jesus who received the strenght from God to provide whatever was needed - to others, not to himself? Since we are born sinners, sinners that always put our own requirements first. That's what God is trying to tell us. That's what we need to understand and strive for - unconditionally. We can only experience the miracles of God through our engagement with his children – human beings; people!

The ship we are so anxiously awaiting, as grandma used say, to supply treasures and miracles -will never come while we keep on standing on the beach. Why? Because it's stranded right there where we stand. At the same spot where our feet leaves it’s prints in the sand. We need to take a step, hoist the ship’s sails, lift the ancor and row out in the stormy sea - with God at the steer.

I BELIEVE GOD CREATES MIRACLES ONLY THROUGH PEOPLE, THROUGH ANYONE, ANY TIME, ANYWHERE. THOSE WHO SINCERELY BELIEVE IN HIM - WHO PROOF THEIR FAITH BY THE ACTIVE WILLINGNESS TO ENGAGE IN LIFE AND WITH THE PEOPLE AROUND THEM - THROUGH THE STRENGHT OF GOD - ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES & COMMITMENTS AND FACES THE CHALLENGES THAT MEETS THEM ON THE ROAD – IT’S THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO SEE; IT’S THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO HEAR; IT’S THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE GIFT TO EXPERIENCE THE MIRACLES OF GOD .

PROVIDERS FOR LIFE

YOU ARE GOD'S MIRACLE - THE MIRACLE YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR

YOU CAN DO ANYTHING THROUGH THE STRENGHT OF GOD

DON'T WAIT ANY LONGER: GOD WOULD CERTAINLY HELP YOU!
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